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exposed to view, and exactly corresponded with the line of the dul- 
ness which was observed during life. The pericardium contained a 
very large quanti ty of straw-coloured serum, slightly tinged with 
blood, and on turning i t  back the heart  presented a beautiful ap- 
pearance, arising from crimson, purple, blue, vermilion, and other 
rich colours, blended together on its surface, in that peculiar style 
which painters term "s t ippl ing."  On slitting open the heart  a re- 
cent deposition of lymph, or fibrine of the blood, was found upon 
one of the aortic valves. The edges of the mitral valve were thick 
and pulpy, and of a yellowish colour, like that of ordinary lymph. 
The principal feature of interest in the foregoing case is, our having 
been able to fix the date of the commencement of the disease, and to 
observe the manner in which valvular disease of the heart  begins, 
namely, by deposition of lymph, which is thrown out by inflamma- 
tory action, in the same manner as in inflammation of serous mem- 
branes in other parts of the body. The lymph being thus deposited 
upon the valves, or within their folds, undergoes a process of con- 
traction, by which the edges of the valves are gradually drawn in 
together, st) as to reduce the size of the opening. The knowledge 
of this fact naturally suggests the treatment, namely, to put  the 
patient under the full influence of mercury, with a view to promote 
the absorption of the adventitious fibrine. This case, in combina- 
tion with similar cases laid before the Society, also shows us how 
long lymph may lie on the valves or pericardium, and yet remain in 

state capable of being absorbed. 

M E D I C A L  M I S C E L L A I ~ Y .  

S E L E C T I O N S  F R O M  B R I T I S H  A N D  F O R E I G N  
P E R I O D I C A L S .  

On Chloroform in the Treatment of Cutaneous Diseases, and in some 
Nervous Affections. By M. DV~VEaGIE, Physician to the H6pital  
Saint Louis. 

WhEN therapeutics become enriched by the addition of a new re- 
medy, every physician should hasten to test its value according to 
his opportunities, in order to ascertain what advantage can be de- 
rived from it in the treatment of disease. Wi th  this object in view 
1 have tried chloroform at the H6pital  Saint Louis, and in my pri-  
vate practice. This agent is not alone a powerful aneesthetic, for its 
great volatili ty entitles it  to be classed with ether and ammonia, 
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and, in a word, with all bodies which are capable of very rapidly 
withdrawing a large amount of calorie from an inflamed or irr i tated 
part.  

I have tested chloroform both in hysteria and in the treatment 
of cutaneous diseases, and shall now proceed to detail the results 
I have obtained from it  in these affections. 

A young lady of rank, aged 19, had for two years been subject 
to hysterical attacks, recurring threes four, or five times in a month. 
Many modes of treatment had been adopted, various physicians had 
been consulted, and the remedy finally recommended was marriage. 
This young lady had, in addition, for fifteen months laboured under 
a lichenous affection of the face, neck, and hands ; and after the un- 
successful employment of several medicated applications, she was 
placed under my care. My attention was at first drawn entirely to 
the lichenous eruption ; the hysterical attacks were alluded to by 
her parents as a merely secondary affection. After  many months of 
treatment the cutaneous eruption was entirely cured, and i t  was 
when I had succeeded in this that my attention was called to the at-  
tacks of hysteria. I at first thought that  I observed a certain regu- 
lar i ty  in their occurrence, and I administered the sulphate of quina. 
This seemed to retard their  appearance, bu t  various emotions soon 
reproduced them with more intensity, and I witnessed many of the 
fits. I t  was hysteria in the second degree, with loss of conscious- 
ness, automatic movements, convulsions, and general agitation of 
the body : the attack lasted several hours. In  this state I found the 
patient at my next visit;  the attack had lasted a quarter of an hour 
when I arrived. I poured twelve or fifteen drops of chloroibrm on 
a handkerchief, and compelled her to inhale i t  without completely 
obstructing her mouth. A t  the end of some minutes she fell into a 
sort of collapse, slept quietly, and although it  is now more than a 
year since this remedy had been adopted, the attacks have not re- 
turned. 

In  many similar cases, in which, however, the attacks were less 
violent, the hysterical symptoms have been quickly allayed by the 
exhibition of a draught containing twelve drops of chlorofbrm in 
about two ounces of fluid; so that  I am induced to consider i t  a 
much more powerful antispasmodic than ether, a fact already pointed 
out by  others. We know how efficacious i t  has been found in neu- 
ralgic pains. Frictions with an ointment chiefly composed of chlo, 
roform, in the proportion of four parts to  th i r ty  of lard, relieve such 
pains quickly and with much certainty. 

A lady had been for many years subject to attacks of most in- 
tense facial neuralgia, so as seriously to affect her general health. 
She had already caused several teeth to be drawn without obtaining 
relief, and, notwithstanding, determined to have another removed, 
a t t r ibut ing to the decay of these organs, from which her brothers 
likewise suffered, the pains she experienced. She went to her 
dentist, and begged him to place her under the influence of chloro- 
form. This being effected, the tooth was removed. I t  is now many 
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months since the operation was performed under the influence of 
chloroform, and although many decayed teeth still remain close to 
those which were extracted, the neuralgia has entirely disappeared. 
I am convinced that many practitioners could bring forward similar 
facts. 

I now come to speak of the application of chloroform to the 
treatment of diseases of the skin. From the experiments I have 
made on this subject, i t  would appear that chloroform is without 
any marked efficacy, so far as the diseased condition of the skin 
itself is concerned. I t  can only, in some cases, allay certain symp- 
toms of the disease, for example, the itching. I t  has, in this respect, 
bu t  l i t t le  effect on eczema and herpes, but  in the other pruriginous 
eruptions, lichen and prurigo, i t  is very efficacious. Now to dimi- 
nish, if  not completely remove so prominent and troublesome a 
symptom of a cutaneous affection as partial or general prurigo, be- 
comes in itself a means of cure. By allaying the irritation~ we pre- 
vent the patient from scratching, and thus place the disease in a 
condition much more favourable for cure. The intensity of this 
symptom in prurigo pudendi, or prurigo ani, is well known. Pa- 
tients affected with general prurigo sleep an hour or two at the 
most, and are then awoke by the itching which the heat of the bed 
excites: they uncover themselves, walk about their room, stretch 
themselves on the floor in search of the coolness which alone brings 
some relief to the irritation, which they can only allay by scratch- 

~ing until  the blood oozes from the papulse. They lie down again, 
sleep for a little, but  are soon again aroused ; and i t  is not unti l  the 
dawn of day, that, exhausted with suffering and fatigue, they obtain 
a l i t t le  quiet and repose. 

In this disease, not only does chloroform, like camphor, allay 
the irritation, but, thus spread over the surface of the skin, i t  volati- 
lizes, and in the state ofvapour acts on the entire nervous system, 
sometimes procuring in this manner relief and sleep. I t  is in this 
la t ter  point of view only, that I would at t r ibute  to chloroform some 
superiority over camphor; for I must  say that  in respect of allaying 
irritation, I should not be inclined to recognise in i t  a marked ad- 
vantage over this latter agent; its effects, besides, are not always cer- 
tain. When I tr ied this remedy on a large scale, ! had two patients 
affected with prurigo of the anus in the same ward. and nea r ly  
opposite to one another. In  one case the disease was in a short 
t ime remarkably relieved by  the chloroform ointment. In  the 
other the same ointment produced no result, although we might 
say there was apparently identity of disease in the two cases. 

Upon the whole, we may, I think, consider chloroform, in refe- 
rence to cutaneous diseases, as a remedy strikingly similar to cam- 
phor, in its power of allaying irritation. In addition i t  has the ad- 
vantage of acting on the nervous system in general, by means of 
the atmosphere in which i t  places the patient;  and i t  is more seda- 
tive than camphor. But, on the other hand, i t  has a less decidedly 
rcsolvent action on the skin. Like camphor, i t  may be employed 
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with success in all papular affections. With  the exception of thes ,  
i t  is, I believe, of scarcely any service in diseases of the skin. I gene- 
rally direct the chloroform ointment to be prepared with two or 
three parts of chloroform to thir ty of lard.--.Bulletin Th~rapeutique, 
April, 1850. 

~Vew Fumigating Apparatus.--M. Charri~re has recently exhi- 
bited before the National Academy of Medicine 
of Paris, a new fumigating apparatus, chiefly 
designed for the respiratory organs, and which 
has been successfully tried in many of the hos- 
pitals of that  city. The various instruments 
hitherto known and employed in practice la- 
boured under the disadvantage of being fur- 
nished with tubes which only allowed the me- 
dicated matters to pass in the form of vapour of 
insupportably high temperature. Exigencies of 
the moment have led to the adoption of extem- 
porary contrivances, which, although more suit- 
able, but  imperfectly fulfilled the requisite 
indications. The apparatus of M. Charri~re, 
however, possesses the advantage of enabling the 
patient, 1st, to inspire and expire into a large 
elastic tube, in itself forming part  of the re- 
servoir of the f luid;  2ndly, to inspire only 
(expiration being performed without the mouth 
being applied to the instrument) medicated va- E 
pours at any temperature;  3rdly, and lastly, to 
direct at will the vapours to any special part  of 
the body. 

The accompanying wood-cut represents the 
apparatus raised and ready for use. -~. Spiri t  
lamp to warm the fluid contained in the re- 
servoir, or to keep up its temperature. ~. Per-  
forations by means of which the lamp can be 
extinguished, in case the temperature of the 
liquid should rise too high. c. Reservoir to 
contain the fluid intended for fumigation. D. 
Large flexible tube. ~.. Mouth-piece intended ~ ,  ' 
to enclose the nose and mouth. I I I ] ] ~ l l ~  

The smaller wood-cut represents the entire 
apparatus enclosed in its case.--(Comptes rendu 
de l'Academie.) .Bulletin Gdndral de Thdrapeu- 
tiqu'~ Mddicale et CMrurgicale, 30 Janvier, 1850, 
p. 85. 


